Hello !  Oh how good to talk to you all again!
June 2010
[image: ]We have been on a real adventure this time.  Here is a summary.  Left Thailand the end of January and sailed nonstop for 12 days to the southern Maldives atoll called Addu.  We stayed there a week and looked around a bit, but they do not allow you to anchor anywhere except in their little harbor, do not want the western influence on this Muslim population we think.
[image: ]From here we sailed 3 days to Chagos.  This is the largest atoll in the world and has just been made a nature preserve.  BIOT ( British Indian Ocean Territory) owns this and for significant fee and tons of paper work you can get permission to be here. This process takes about 4 weeks.  They are very specific where you can anchor and allow us to be in only 2 of the atolls, with only 2-3 anchorages in each one . This is a pristine wonderland, uninhabited beauty.  We fished, snorkeled and hiked islands for 3 months and loved it.  This is one of our highlights in our 10 yrs on the high seas.  We feel so fortunate to have been able to get here. 
We had to come with ALL provisions, as there are no supplies here, except what you can trade with other yachties.  We did trade paper towels for mayonnaise!  There were a few citrus on a couple islands so we hunted those with a passion to keep the scurvy away. [image: ]
[image: ]There are a few dilapidated buildings in ruins on two of the islands, the islanders were “relocated” to Mauritius in the mid 1960s so that the Brits and USA could have a military base here. It was significant during the Gulf war and current wars in this area of the world.  The fish are easy to catch and we ate fish most days, coconut crabs were prolific! ……but alas, are   not allowed. They are beautiful to see. We see ells and octopus, of course the ever present sharks.  Fun to see the baby sharks in the shallows.  Taking our the trash takes on new meaning here.  We bring it ashore at mid tide, get firewood and burn it all except the cans and glass…………… and dig a hole and bury the lot after it is consumed.  High tide then comes and covers the ash.  This is a half day process at times! Simple life is not easy.  There is a well on two of the island where we can do our washing. It is all possible.  Of course, no internet. Great people here, all total there were about 20 boats here, this is way down from earlier years due to pirates on the E Africa pathway and the cost of permits.  
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
Our island hikes                                              old ruins                                               coconut crab
        
           Then we were off on another long (2 weeks) passage to Madagascar.  We had to take a 400+ mile detour to get around the Somalia pirate areas!  Instead of sailing straight to Tanzania in E Africa, we had to sail south to about 40 miles down the NE coast of Madagascar and round the tip VERY close, like a few hundred yards off the coast.  The wind and sea and current conditions mandate you come around close with one hand on shore or 200 miles off, and out here live the pirates. The winds the last 5 days of our 10 day passage were consistently in the 20-30kt range and seas 12-15 ft were the norm.  NO hot food for the last 5 days. We are calling this a “boisterous” passage.  As we neared the coast,   the 3++ kt current sweeping us north found us in the now 18ft seas. We became a surfing boat. Nepenthe loved it. We were simply in awe at the force of the sea and winds.  We knew this would happen, which is why we came in well below the tip. The north tip has a stark beauty that was incredible to see in the early morning light. We found a good anchorage just around the corner and had a good sleep.  No people seen in this anchorage, no village, there are no roads on this end.  We do however hear cows each morning, and have seen our first baobab tree!!![image: ]
Two days of relax and resettle and fix small things and we were off to Mayotte. This is a French island about 250 miles from here.
[image: ]This plan turned into a necessity as our bearings froze up in the alternator which meant we could not run the engine.  Unfortunately this is an area of no wind, and we had one 40 mile day and one 50 mile day, that is SO SLOW! !   This also  meant we had to tack for 5 hours to make the south east  pass at Mayotte so we could sail the 15 miles inside the lagoon up to the anchorage! It took 10 days to get the new alternator on and working with our less than fluent French language skills and hands waving and drawing of pictures. Most days were spent riding the ferry from the anchorage off this island to the main land and taking the taxi to the repair man.  The street food here was good and the ladies interesting with their sandalwood face paint. Thanks goodness for this marvelous cruising couple that lives here that provided translation skills at the end!  
Now that the new alternator is in, we have NO wind. It is coming back in 2 days, so we made bread and potato salad, got fuel ( $6/gal ! ! !) etc,etc. It is very expensive for everything here. We have sticker shock after the inexpensive prices in  S E Asia.
Our last 700 miles was an easy downwind sail to E Africa with only one “highlight”.  In the middle of the night we saw a ship and were so hoping it was NOT pirates. Then………. there was big spot light on us and we saw a small ship, like a run about next to the big ship……..was this the pirate Mother ship???? and their chase boat????.  Talked with them on the radio and found out they were a seismographic ship doing  an underwater survey. WHEW! !  Had us nervous there for a moment. Once across the Mozambique Channel ( 300 miles)  we stayed in coastal waters to be extra safe and arrived at 1700 at Dar Es Salaam Yacht Club in Tanzania.
[image: ]We are in AFRICA ! ! ! Oh my, we really are.   E Africa has an interesting history of Arab  and Persian ( Iran) traders. This area was know to the Greeks in 500 B.C. Ivory, gold  and slaves. The gold for Solomon’s temple came from here!, 
[image: ] Does the name  Dr  Livingston ring a bell?  He came in the mid 19th century.  This is home to Mt Kilimanjaro, the highest free standing mountain……… the Serengeti………. the Ngorongoro Crater……..the Rift valley!  This valley is a 4,000 mile fault line that occurred 30 million years ago.  We are so excited. Arriving into the anchorage we saw 6 dhows, ancient styled vessels sailing by just like  we would have seen  hundreds of years ago. What a welcome. 

Latitude 6south…………….Longitude 39east
Eager to hear form you all again now that we have Yahoo access again.  In a couple of weeks we will head to the infamous Zanzibar island, the island of cloves !

Hugging you all, Carole and Jim
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