MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR ! ! ! 
What a special time of year this is…………………if you can get past the materialistic side of things.  This is a bit easier for us, as we live in a culture that less privileged.  This is the time that we try to focus on PEACE ON EARTH……………a concept that is in such demand now.
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 GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN. Oh yes, let us all have this in our hearts.  Here are some of the faces we see in our minds when we think of this.  
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This is a mosque on the old SILK ROAD in Uzbekistan!

This was the pinnacle of culture and intellect for the whole world in the 13th century.  Kingdoms come, and kingdoms go.

What history we found along this old road through China , Central Asia and India.

We are currently in Thailand………………..and this culture  is still a bit depressed with the lesser numbers of tourists. Our other culture is the our  fellow yachties, and most of us pinch our pennies so we can stay out here………  anyway………….and we have no space to add any trivial presents on board unless it has 2 functions.  So………………….we stay with the peace and joy. That  has become it’s own challenge as we are near the final approach to our huge 6 month 4,000NM passage adventure. 
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 Nepenthe has a new RED stripe 
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  Our own canned meat!            !
This is our rough itinerary for 2010  ( made in sand at low tide): 
1.  We have a run of about 1,500 nm from Malaysia/Thailand to the southern Maldives.  (Aduu island  : Latitude 1 degree south/Longitude 73 east.)  This will make our 5th equator crossing !!!! This chain of islands and atolls is just west  of India. We need to head almost up to Sri Lanka and then veer west to keep above the shipping channels and get the right wind angle.  We will be able to stay there a few weeks, and there are some stores there, pricey, but we could top up on things if need be. 
2.  From there it is a 300nm leg to Chagos. (Latitude 6S/Longitude 72east) This is an uninhabited atoll, no electric, no nothing but snorkeling and fishing for Feb, March and  April .  
3. In May the SE trade winds are supposed to blow and we can ride them to the east coast of Madagascar, thus staying off the radar screens of the Somalia pirates.  This 1700nm should take us about 2 weeks.  We will duck around the north shore and head to Tanzania. We will stop a couple times to rest on the NW coast  of Madagascar before crossing the Mozambique channel We will stay south of the small islands there, Comoros and Mayote………….and aim for Tanzania! 
4. This passage around the top of MAD to Tanzania is 1,100nm.

We are needless to say fixated on details and the workings of all our major systems right now. There are a few things that need tweaking……………and we now need to go back to Malaysia for a new watermaker. We are having it shipped there as it is safer and duty free! 

We have been coastal cruising for 4 years and doing our wonderful land travels…………….and right now a passage sounds so good.  The reality of those windy night shifts are a blissful blur right now. Short memories are an asset at times.  We are stocked up with our food for 6 months………………have counted our the squares of toilet paper and what nots………………..some of these things you do NOT want to run short on. Stashing these things around Nepenthe was a thing to behold. 

As we play back our memories of these 4 years, there is are so many good views.  The people……..it is always the people of these countries……………who are so much more the same than different from us. All searching for the peace and earth and the good will toward men. 
The vistas…………………..the faces. They will stay near us.  Here are a few of our treasures.
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The hope of the future is in these very faces, and what we do with them means
 more than all the guns and power plays.

Loving you………………and so wishing we could be with you !   Carole and Jim
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To all of you, we wish you the best of joy and peace in your Christmas  season……and so thank you for your friendship.  May 2010 find you all in good health, filled with joy, and peace of mind. Enjoy each day as they come….. one at a time.
